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P£piniere at Nancy and is admired to-day as a masterpiece ?
This did not prevent Mme de Champcenais, every time she stood before her mirror now, from thinking that she saw herself emerging from the depths of the Metro, and almost smelling the stale air of the underground. It was an obsession which threatened to become really annoying.
Her reflections were not disturbed by the presence of the manicurist or by the feelings which the little instruments gave her as they busied themselves around her nails. For the young person was both silent and skilled. Nevertheless Mme de Champcenais's eyes rested upon the bust of the manicurist, who at this moment was bending over. As the fashion of the time was high collars, with a lace guimpe, it was difficult to cast one's eye down the front of a corsage. But exterior lines told their own story.
<e What pretty breasts she must have ! " And Mme de Champcenais asked herself: " I wonder are mine as pretty ? "
She was forced to admit that they were not; and this idea was painful to her. In the first place, M. de Champcenais had shown by many signs that he was susceptible to an opulent bosom. And, if Mme de Champcenais was no longer in the least in love with her husband, she insisted upon remaining, if not passionately loved, at least desired by him. She told herself, indeed, that fashion, for the past few years, had been tending towards slimness of line, no doubt out of community of aspiration with this " new art ** to which the chair and the wardrobe bore witness. Hips and bosom were beginning to disappear.
The struggle against the slender figure, started by some courageous spirits at the end of the last century, had won some decisive successes since the beginning of this one. But this very morning Mme de Champcenais had received a catalogue of the latest winter fashions, through which she had glanced in bed. The adversaries of the slender figure were wrong in crowing over victory. The engravings showed that it was still in favour ; and so long as the slender figure was*sought, value would be attached to the salient points which set it off in one place or another.

